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Introduction

Herinan A, Diederiks

Sponsored by the European progravue ‘Uhwana Capital nud Mobility (Eurocit), the
Depuortment of History of the University of Leiden aud w Trainiug Programme in History
and Computing (ESF/DABURIL), a workshop on occupational titles in the textile trade
was orgonised at the University of Leiden in November 1994, There were participauts
from Austria, Belgium, Britain, Frauce, Genmany, Hungary, lreland, Italy, Netherlauds,
Portugal, and Spain. The workshop was o follow-up to wmectings held during the interna-
tional conferences of the Association for listory aud Computing iv Graz in 1993 and in
Nijmecgen in 1994, The workshop was also part of sctivities within twao larger projects:
Burocit sud the Historical Thesnurus of Occupational Titles. The Ewrocit project is sup-
ported by the European Union snd is carvied out (amougst other ploces) ot the University
of Leiden, Leicester and Strasbourg. The central theme of the progranune is Europcon
Urbanisation and the Leiden team within that programie are dealing with the collection,
clagsification and documentation of occupationnl titles. The other larger project is the
Historical Thesaurus of Occupational titles in which Dutcl historians sud sociologists ave
participating on the basis of their common interest to create a tool for economic and social
analysis.  After the more general topics denlt witl in Graz and Nijinegeu ou initiative
cerged to toke a major branch of the industrinl sector to exemplify the problems of oc-
cupnbional titles, Lheir standardisation v clussilication. This wnjor branch is the textile
trade in the broadest seuse of the ter. There are good reasons for taking the textiles ps o
starting point. Firsl, well into the 10th century textiles formed the most unportant branch
of industry; sccondly, it was the first to be mechanised and this must have influenced the
emergencee, change sud dissppearance of vecupuotional titles. Thirdly Leiden was one of the
most iportant textile Lowns, in Western Surope during n long period in the early modern
history. For the workshop invitations wenl to partners in the Burocit project but also to
specinlists outside that group. The lisl of conntrics given above provides nn iden of the
geographical reuge. Within the above wentioued countries specinlisations were: for Ger-
many the textile iudustry in Siegevland, for Britain the situation in medieval Winchester
and 16th aud 17th century Loudon, for Belgivin the Flemish towns from the late middle
ages up to the eud of the 18th ceutury and Vorviers at the ewd of the 19th century, for
Italy Tuscauy iu the 19th century, for Portugsl the textile industry in Covilly during the
18th century, for Spain Madvid in the 17th century, for Ireland Dublin in the 19th century,
while the Austrian database contlains 80,000 occupational titles frowm Zrich, Rowe, Zagrel,
Vicuna, Bohemia and villages in Switzerland and Austria from the 17th to the 20th cen-
luries. The Duteh contribution was dealing with probles of the use of o tax register of
Leiden in the mid 18th century. Apart from that the French paper denlt with the nieaninyg
of oceupational titles found in descriptions of, among others, the ‘philosophes’ while Mar-
jan Balkestein introduced images of occupatious and functions published between the 16th

The Use of Occupations in Historical Analysis (eds. IKevin Schurer, Herman Diederika)
Halbgraue Reilie zur listorischen Fachinformatik, Band 19 (5t Kathatinen 1093).
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216 | | Jacinta Prunty

The census records losses and gains in various sectors of employment, and shifts from
one material to another, such as the move into silk in the 1860s. However, sources outside
the census are required to ensure significant moves within sectors are noted, such as a
move mto weaving poplin ties rather than poplin dress fabric in Dublin at the end of
the nincteenth century, which is totally invisible in the published returns.®*®  Similarly
the oceupational classification ulilised in lreland from 1841-1901 takes little account of
changes 1 technology or work practice, failing to distinguish between those operating
power looms and those working on hand looms, (whether plain or jacquard), or the move
imto factory manufacture away from the home-based workplace. Iimportant differences in
socio-cconomic circumstances are also ignored in the earlier censuses, with for example the
term ‘silk manufacture’ (table 4) equally applicable to the most destitute of weavers and
the ablest entreprencur operating a manufactory etuploying perhaps a hundred persons.

Behind the decline of the Dublin textile industry lies a complex web of legislative
agsistance aud handicaps, and nuinerous other influences such as changes in fashion and
purchasing power, and moves in international trading patterns. To move from the bare
census statistics to the hunan reality behind requires complementary and contradictory
sources of mformation, from both statutory and voluntary spheres. When considered
withiu this wider framework the census occupational classification tables for Ireland are
found to provide au excellent poiut of departure for studies in many directions,
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Labour, capital and the structure of the textile industry
in sevenfeenth-century Madrid?

Jose A, Nieto Sanches

Introduction

The recent and growing intereat of Buropean historiens in the clossification and cod-
ification of vccupational titles has not yet been reflected in Spanish hiatoriography. The
fact that there is such a scarcity of work which sets about tracing the changes occurring
in the sucm occupational structure of the late feudal Castilinn towns is, therefore, hardly
surprising.’

This paper, a coutribution to ithe Leiden workshop on historical occupational titles
and the respective problems of interpretation, coding and classification, is not intended
to be a comprehensive study of Madrid’s textile sector but rather to present the first
results of ongoing rescarch. Its main sim is to shed light on the siructure of production
in seventeenth-century Madrid and the role played by capital and labour in the period of
trausition from feudalism to capitalisin. By examinimethe interaction between the spheres
of production and distribution in the urban textile industry in the period from 1625 to
1700, some explanation as to the backwarduess of Uhis industry in Madrid with respect to
the progress occurring in some contemporavy North- Western Europesn towns aud cities
will be discussed.?

b Resecarch for this paper was made pussible by a grant from the Consejeria de Educacion
y Cultura de la Communidad Auténoma de Madrid. ‘This paper would not have been puasible
withoul the collaboration of Jesis Espinosa and Juan A, Gonzidlez Panero. Translation by Michzsel
McGovern and Victoria Lopez.

' See V. Ferndndez Vargas, ‘Bibar, Lean, Qcaia v Cartagena en 1625: un ejemplo de estruc-
turas urbanas peninsulares’, Revista Internacional de Sociologia XXVILL/36 (1980) 515-537; »nd
J.C. Rueda lernindez, Fuentes liscales ¢ historia. Apuntes sobre la utilizacién de los vecindarios
del' donativo real para el estudio de la poblacidn ocupacional y la “riqueza”™’, Actas de “Fuentes
¥y meélodos de la Historia local”, Instituto de Estudios Zamoranos, (Zamora 1991) 239-261. Yor
the case study of Madrid, the controversial work of 1. Ringrose did not shed much light on this
parlicular aspect restricting his analysis to a list of 600 individuals: D.I. Ringrose, Madrid and
the Spanish Lconomy, 1560- 1850 (Berkeley and Los Angeles 1983). While eighteenth-century
Madrid’s working population is just beginning to be examined, that of the seventeenth century
still waits for a historian. l'or the eighteenth century, see J. Soubeyroux, Pauperisime et rapports
sociaux a Madrid au XVIIléme siécle, 2 vols. (Paris 1978); and J. Nicto Sanchez, La organizacion
social del trabajo en una ciudad preindustrial europea. Las corporaciones de oficio madrilefias du-
rante el feudalismo tardio, unpublished dissertation, Universidad Autonoma de Madrid (Madrid
1993).
% For the transition from feudalism to capitalism, sce R. UHilton ed., The Transition from
Feudalism to Capitalism (London 1974); and T.1. Aston and C.1L.IS. Philpin eds., The Brenner
Debate. Agrarian Class Structure and Economic Development in Pre-Industrial Europe (Cam-

bridge 1985). For urban manufacturing, see M. Berg, . Hudson, and M. Sonenscher eds., Manu-



2i8 Jose A, Nieto Sdnchez

From the huge amount of source material available i the archives of Madrid we
have used two sources: the Donativo de 1625 (the 1625 donation) and the Repartimientos
del soldado (billeting books), which will provide us with an overall view of the changing
mixture of occupations and wealth found in seventeenth-century Madrid.

'The vecindarios (neighbourhoods) icluded in the Donativo, which were registered in
thie second quarter of the seventeenth century, represent an excellent source to study the
socto-occupational structure of a wide range of Castilian towns. This levy, aimed at ex-
tracting enough revenue to finance the renewal of military conflicts with which the Crown
was now engaged, was imposed upon Castilian inhabitants who were thus obliged to “gra-
ciously™ submit individual offerings. Notations therefore were made of the name, address
and occupation of each individual, together with the sumn of money they were capable of
contributing. Thus, this record enables us to study in depth the social topography of the
city, as well as to outline income levels and the distribulion of wealth.?

As with other records of the past, the Douativo has its limitations®: ouly 3 per cent
of the cily’s total population were registered (3,308 individuals aggregated according to
occupation); except for mustership, the other socio-occupational positions (journeymen,
apprentices...) were omitled, and mobile persons such as casual workers, migrants and
vagrants, and domeslic servants are absent from these records; finally, figures for royal
court and municipal oflicials as well as those for women were largely unrecorded. However,
all these shortcomings, stenuning from the fiscal nature of this source, do not outweigh
s vicbues inas much ns its accuracy and reliability enables us to carry out an accurate
assessment of the significaut number of the city’s trades which it does cover, —

Whereas the Donativo displays excellent internal organisational arrangements, this
18 nob true for the Repartimientos. The coverage of the latter concerns the period from
1640 to 1720, and while its purpose was the same as that of the former (inancing military
operations), 1t was nnplemented with the specific object of recruiting people from the
various trades to serve as soldiers on the battle-field. On the one hand, even if not every
tax-roll for every trade has survived for a given date, i general terms they provide valuable
evidence on the evolution of the trades, revealing specific demographic trends amongst the
artisan segments of the population, together with the organizalional structure of Madrid’s
workshops in the second half of the seventeenth century. On the other hand, these tax-rolls
show the saime drawbacks we have already pointed out for the Donativo: these documents

facture in Town and Country Belore the Factory (Cambridge 1983). For Lhe interaction belween
the spheres of production and distribution, refer to P. Kriedte, tl. Medick and J. Schlumbohm,
[ndustrialisicrung vor der Industrialisierung (Gottingen 1981).

7 This data has been processed 1n DBASLE 1, comprising 25 lields (among which are the full
names of donors, their sex, marital status, origin, address; the name ol the house's owner, his
occupabion; the sum oflered, and the signature).

' The Donativo for Madrid has previously been examined by M.C. Gonzilez Munoz, ‘Dalos
para un estidio de Madrid en la primera mitad del siglo XVI', Anales del Instituto de [Estu-
dios Madriledos XVILL (Madrid 1981) 149-185. The present analysis is based exclusively on the
HUth and 86th books [rom the section ol Contaduras Generales, Archivo General de Simancas
(hereadter, ALGLS.).
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seldom listed servants, and when they did, details of their occupational stelus were not
given.®

A brief account of the methodological problems of this study is also necessary. The
above mentioned tax-rolls included over 150 trades that covered the whole range of cralt
industries and services. The trudes recorded in the Donativo are assigned to ten brosd
catlegories, namely victualling, building and furnishing, textiles, leather, metal-work, mis-
cellaneous production, merchants, oflicials, professions and services, and others. This
calegorization involves unavoidable anomalies and arbitrary decisions such as the inclu-
sion of dress-making, and hemp and esparto (grass-cloth) work i the textile scctor. Such
decisions enable a wide-ranging view of the whole spectrum of trades involved in the textile
production process from the firsi stages up to the final transformation of the textiles and
fibres into garments aud other conunoditios.

A further drawback arises from the somewhat artificial differentiation between trades
involved in production and those concentrating on exchange. In the period under con-
sideration both spheres overlapped. Manufacturers sometimes preferred to sell their own
products. For the present analysis, however, priority has been given to production over
exchange. Finally, various occupations (servant, assistant...) wsnd their equivalents for
woten working within the sane occupational fields pose another problem. On the one
hand, although most of these individuals were probably unskilled workers, there 1s no
way by which we can identify the actual nature of their occupations. Most of them were
probably part of the large mobile workforce moving between rural and urban economuies
in accordance with the seasoual chythm and job opportunitics of a given time. On the
other hand, the female workforce mostly appears as subsidiary to that of an absent male
relative. Thus, the notatious concerning widows reflect gencrally the occupation or social
status of the late husbaned.

L. The textile trades: Lheir nature and fortunes

The political and cconowic changes causcd by Madrid’s cinergence i 1561 as an ad-
winistrative capital cily and an important comunercial hub made it a magnet for capital
and population. The establishwent of the Court and the nobility in Madrid consolidat-
ing a class structure in which a rentist elite was predominant, generated new patterns of
consumption which had, in turn, far-reaching consequences for the rest of the urban popu-
lation, especially for the city’s artesanado. Thus the demand created by the elite consumer
class contributed to a restructuring of the occupational make-up of the city. Regarding the
textile industry, this shift resulted in the specialization of textile-related trades in the final
stages of the production process. Increasiugly, tailored clothing, einbroideries, silk-ribbous,
and a panoply of luxury goods were produced in Madrid's workshops, replacing the bolts
of rough cloth that once had been a characteristic product of the city.

As a capital city, Madrid rapidly developed into a social and financial centre for a
wealthy feudal elite, who accumulated revenue from govermment and rentier sources and

lor the lepartimientos del soldado, Archivo de la Villa de Madrid (hereafter A.V.M.),
Secretaria, 3-425-2 (1646); 3-4206-6 (1649); 3-428-3 (1654); 3-429-3 (1657); 3-431-1 (16606); 3-432-2
(1674); 3-433-2 (1682); 3-434-1 (1706).



ps | _José A Nicto Sdnchez

Sectors Persons % % of con-

tributions
Victualling 266 T7.75 1.5
Building and furnishing 435 13.17 6.3
Textiie 84, 25.064 6.4
Leather 2563 7.66 0.7
Metal-Work 350 10.59 20.6
Miscellancous production 117  3.04 C.7
Merchants 602 18.22 16.7
Oflicinls 204 7.69 30.0
Professions and Services 161 4.87 5.7
Others J3 100 5.4
’1':,>Lnlm_ 3308 100 100.0

Source: A.G.5. Contadurias Generales. Libros 59 y 8.

Table 1: Number of workers and tax-contribution rates
of Madrid’s occupational sectors in 1625.

thereupon for a plethora of servants, opportunists, and beggars. This is why Madrid is
often considered to have played n negative role in the economy, growing as a parasite by
sucking dry the rest of the country. In this light, the city appears to have played no
significant part in production and exchange. A more detailed analysis, however, reveals
that some manufacturing production sectors tended to be established in the urban area
to cater for the increasing demand of the wealthy elite and their clientele, stimulating
a growing division of work between town and country, and a long-distance commercial
network along with an expansion of mercautile capital.®

Madrid's structure of production in the seventeenth century was orientated towards
producing goods and services for Jocal consumption, and there were hardly any industries
geared to providing for an expanding market, except for printing and certain tanning
trades. Moreover, the structure of production was organized by means of a corporative
system, and capital accumulation aud investinent were not very developed. There seeins

6 D.R. Ringrose's, Madrid and the Spanish Economy, represents the paradigmaltic study of
Madrid as parasite-city. Seveuteeuth- century Madrid, nonetheless, had & wide array of craltsinen,
merchaats, and professions, which evinces a relevantly specialized economic aclivity., The 1625
Donativo throws up an overall picture of a Ltown where crafts and construction trades figured
prominently (together representing 65 per cent of the working population) followed by a relevant
number of merchants -agricultural and stock breeding activities already being scarce. One might
indeed be sceptical of those who tend to underestimate the role played by the urban trades, {or
alter all they employed a significant part of the city's population; along with the dress-making and
clothing trades, there were other activilies such as metal-work, leather work, and miscellaneous
production which together occupied over a G{Lth of the handicralt worklorce (see Table 1).
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to have been no stimuli or pressure to alter the existing pre- industrial make-up of the city
at least during the period under consideration.

Textile manufacture was by far the largest craft industry in the capital throughout
thie period, accounting for 847 peopie (over 24 per cent oi the sample). lu seventeenth-
century Madrid, however, there was a scarcity of craltsmen involved in the preliminary
aspects of textile production. Carders, woolwinders, or spinners are absent in the Douativo,
suggesting that the many braunches of cloth anufacturing which had been formerly so
vigorous were no longer urban occupations.” These trades only numbered 24 silkweavers®,
10 linenweavers, 20 shearers, 21 gauzeweavers, and 4 dyers, in 1625. Somie related activities,
such as spinning, might have escaped being registered in the tax-rolls as they were most
probably domestic occupations aud the persons involved were too pool to be taxed.

The numbers in the weaving trades, silk, linen and gauze, suw s increase between
1624 and 1655, but it was a short-lived one, given that in the Donativo of 1675 their
figures have not changed. The shearers also experienced a dramatic drop in their nunbers
around 1674, and in spite of a subsequent slight revival, they finally disappeared altogether
with the gauzeweavers, at the beginning of the eighteenth century. Regarding dyers, they
dlustrate the case of a small trade whose figures hardly varied, ranging from 18 to 195
masters in the period under considersation (see Table 2).

Counversely, textile trades concerning the final stages of the production process such as
dress-making aud other related activities, what are generally known as the needle trades,
were the dominant industries in seventeenthi-century Madrid. Above all, tailors, with 280
people plying their needles in the city, figure predominantly in the Donativo, and were by
far the most characteristic occupational group in the capital throughout the seventecnth
and the eighteenth centuries.® The trade reached a peak in the middle of the seven-
teenth century (1657=368 masters) but in 1706 was back to the levels of 1646 (1646=299;

T Phroughout the Middle Ages, rough cloth production had been oune of the activities [or
which Madrid was best known. Thus the Fuero de Madrid of 1202 specilies the Tunctions of
trades such as carders, fullers and weavers. At the close of the fifteenth century this production
was still in progress both in Madrid and ita hinterland. See P. Iradiel Murugarren, Evolucisn de
la industria textil casteliana (Salamanca 1974). Regarding the sixteenth century, Larrugs refers
lo the existence of a significant cloth industry in Madrid, See 15, Larruga y Boneta, Memorias
politicas yecondmicas, vols. 1-4 (Madrid 1787-89).

8  Gilkweavers were considered to belong to the Arte Mayor de la seda (Silk's major art) a0 as
to differentiate thiem from the braidmakers who were supposed Lo come under the silk’s arle nicnor
(minor art). From 1705 onwards, the silk's Arte Mayor came to include the stocking-weavers too.
For silk manufacturing, sce M. Gorzdén Parcja, La industria seders en Espana. El Arte de le scda
de Granada (Granada 1972).

9 Madrid's tailors were in charge of cutling-out and sewing. These dress-making crafltsien
being distinguished from those making men’s clothes and those making women's garments, would
work by a system ol orders. Another differentiation within this group was made between the
so-called sastres de corte (royal courl tailors) and the ones known as sastres de villa (for the rest
of citizens).



222 Jos¢ A, Niclo Sduchez

L S — —

Trades 1625 164G 1649 16564 1657 1666 1674 1682 1706 1750
DBasket makers 8 14 13 19- 20 21 29 3
Cord-makers 117 9 90 88 87 64 G3 62 58 TV
Doublet-miakers 30 51 Hn6 41 40 43 38 30 40 81
Dycrs 4 16 18 15 16 18 10 14
Embroiderers 30 39 94 100 84 36 61 56
Esparto-workers 20 10 8 9 10 33 27
Gauzeweavers 21 o0 48 45 38

Hemp-workers 8 16 20 21 20 24 24 31 20 21
Hosiers 29 28 27 31 29 38 40 40 59
Lineuweavers 10 31 39 24 20 19 15 17
Palmleaf-mat-makers T 15 Y 14 1G 16 18 g
Shearers 29 26 25 20 26 23 8 14 19
Silkwenvers 24 36 37 o0 406 36 24 32 38 62
Tailors 21

2 205 320 338 368 310 297 329 289 420
i 74 76 8 8 66 82 83 75 30

et

Used-clothing dealers .

Total 581 832 873 898 882 706 0643 0669 745 822

Source: Donabivo 1625, Repartimientos del Soldado y Censo de Arles y Ulicios.

Table 2: The quantitative evolution of textile trades masters.

1706=289). Nouctheless, in L7057 master tatlors (amounting to 420) clearly outnumbered
those of the rest of the urban trades.

A pood deal of other occupations related to dress-making such as hosiers and clothing
dealers were dependent on tatlors, and together became a trade corporation at the close
of the sixteenth century (in 1636 clothing dealers would constitute their own indepen-
dent corporation). So that, while hosiers were actually master tailors that made breeches,
stockings, and duderpants'?) clothiug dealers were charged with warketing the finished
garments. This group in turn split in two: new-clothing dealers and used- clothing dealers,
the former providing ready-made clothes (though generally not the most fine) for sale; and
the latter dealing only with used garments and other second-hand items. If new-clothing
dealers were specifically engaged in the comumercialization of products, used-clothing deal-
ers besides veselling also vemade some of the garmeuts. This particular group, (a greal
uumber of them French) experienced an extraordinary apogee throughout the seventeenth
century, nearly doubliug in 25 years the number of masteyfs (1625=47; 16504=_84), to there-

' TPhe delimitation of the competence of hosiers to the making ol garments to be worn from
waist Lo the [eet was established at the end of the sixteenth century as the outcome ol an important
case wou by the tailors. For further details, sce J.A. Nicto Sianchez, La organizacion social del

trabijo.
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after hover between some 75 snd 80 members. Another increase, this time at intervals,
took place in the number of hosiers, which had doubled from that of 1625 by the beginning
of the eighteenth century (1625=29; 1706=59). In 1757, however, we Jose track of them.

Jubeteros (doublet-makers)!, embroiderers, cord-makers, braidmakers'?, and tapes-
try-makers round off the series of occupations which constituted the city's major industry.
The number of deoublet-makers hardly changed in the course of the century, ranging from
30 members in 1625 to 56 in 1649, to remain thereafter between 41 and 35 until 1757 when
the number of masters escalated Lo 81. Indeed ouly tailors, cord-makers, and embroidercrs
surpassed the figure of 100 masters. The evolution of the two latier crafts wes quite
different. Cord-makers exemplify the case ol a declining trade, given that intermitient
drops in their numbers over an 80- yenr-period resulted in o halving of its contingent
(1625=117 masters; 1706=58)." Ou the coulrary, embroiderers incressed from 30 mesters
in 1625 to 100 in 1654 but thereafter witnessed a progressive decline which nevertheless
did not prevent them from doubling their 1625 figures with 56 masters in 1757, Finally,
the number of master tapestry-makers, 2 small-sized trade, ranged from 6 to 13.

Dress-making thus appears as an outstanding leading sector in the textile industry. It
is also worth noting that we remain ignorant of the number of women and illegal journcy-
men engaged in fabric manufacturing (sce Table 2). Regarding the condition of the fibre
subscctor, the reduced size of its verious trades is remarkable. Esparto workers, crofts-
men employed in the manufacture and sale of mats, ropes, panniers, baskets, broome nnd
other items usually made of grass-cloth or esparto, numbered ouly 20 masters in 1625,
and hemp-workers (mmaking cabestros’® and other hemp-made items) simounted to only 8
members. There is no evidence at all of wickerworkers (usually engaged in basket-making)
or of palmleafl- mat-makers (who besides manufacturing would also lay the mats in house-
holds) in the Donativo, but we know that all fibre trades remained stable throughout the
century, hemp-workers seeing a swelling of their ranks (which doubled between 1646 aad
1682) up to 31 wmasters, but within the standacds of the general pattern followed by this
subscctor (sce Table 2).

U Phe jubeteros would make jubetes, a kind ol mail-coated doublet, doublets proper, and the

like. In the sevenleenth century, they would also appear as golilleros (gorget-makers) and cotilleros
(corset-inakers), making cotillas, a closely fitting silky or linen garment stillened by bone-stripa
lo give support round waist and hips, worn specially by women; and as emballenadores, stiflening
by bone-strips corsels, dresses and other female garments.

2 While braidmakers (pasamaneros) would make or sell braids (pasamaenos), the cord-makers
(cordoneros) specialized in the making and saling of tassel or ornamental cords, the difference
between both trades being the width or thickness of the pieces produced. Both groups, however,
shared the more generic name of cinteros {ribbon or lace-makers). The cordoneros were merged
with the hatters.

13 Braidmakers sullered a similar fate, Lheir ranks having undergone an enormous increase
from 12 masters Lo 120 during the lirst two decades of the century, reaching 160 masters and
journeymen in 1625, only to dwindle to a miere 40 individuals hardly fifteen years after.

1 Ple so-called cabestro was a kind of rope or strip tied around horses’ heads or necks Lo serve

as reins or a tether.
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In short, a closer analysis of the general evolution of Madrid textile trades and the
distribution of the workforce reveals three momentous changes beltween 1625 and 1710. A
general increase in the number of workers from 1620 up to the 1650s was followed by a
dramatic drop occurring between 1666 and 1674, after which renewed increase brought the
levels back by 16380.

In order Lo trace the heterogeneous set of reasons for this peculiar evolutionary pattern,
we must explore individual trades. In some instances, this evolution reflects a massive
(ubalance between different members of the smne trade that resulted in a series of disputes
leading to the disappenrance of a substantial number of members and the consolidation of
a wonopolizing minority. For example, in late seventeenth-century Madrid some master
esparto-workers worked as journeymen for other masters, or in charcoal storehouses where,
together with other journeymen, they would make new panniers or mend the old ones.!®

Morcover, in seventeenth-century Madrid no clear distinction had yet been made be-
tween various trades and the delinition of their fields of competence. It was only by way
of growing demand in the market, and the consequent necessity for increased specializa-
tion, that a process of corporate diversification was undertaken geared to the foundation
of new guilds. For example, garment-producing occupations all came under the tailors’
puild, but in 1635 new- clothing dealers split to constitute an independent guild, as did
the used-clothing dealers in 1673.

Some other trades underwent spurious expansion owing to the interest the central state
held in their promotion. Thus, even though Madrid’s silk manufacturing was virtually ex-
linguished at the close of the seventeenth century, growth was achieved thereafter by virtue
of governmental wercantilist policies. This is the period in which the first real attempts
were made towards atiructing foreign investors in the form of incentives to production
(the endowment of privileges, titles of nobility and fscal exemptlions). These measures
encournged a plethora of national and foreign entrepreneurs to settle in the capital, a pro-
cess which was marked by a series of difficulties since the policy of tax exemption clearly
favoured the newly arrived to the detriment of those already established.

Moreover, some brades, pray to whims of changing lashion, diminished to the point
of virtual extinetion. In 1718 the diputados de rentas (Exchequer officials) deemed that
the hnancial difliculties of certain corporations such as swordsmiths, gorget- makers and
hatters were caused by their inability to adapt to the growing demand for more fushionable
commoditics, as was also the case of gauzeweavers, silkweavers, shearers and pressers.!®

—— = A e et

5 ALILN., Consejos, Libro de gobierno 1282, {f. 202r-203r. The situation was no better for

« number of tailors who became increasingly impoverished throughout the sevenlteenth century.
Not all master tailors could afford to hire journeymen; a good deal of them did not even have
their own workshop, and others would work as,}{ujrneymen earning a journeymen's wages, as the
1607 strike made manifest. Neither were some of them able to alford tax-payment. Thus, in
\GG7, 43 nasters, 14 per cent of the Lotal number of masters in the guild, could not meet the
Hepactimiento del soldado duty, Lhe assigned contribution of which ranged from 8 to 80 reales.
For further information about master tailors, see J. Nicto Sdanchez, La organizacion social del
trabajo,

0 - - . . 28
16 Iy the same vear (1718), silk, gauze and linen weavers had disappeared. The shearers
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Furthermore, concurrent crises and depressions, competition from foreign cenires of
production and heavy taxation, a crucial variable in the intcrnal reproduction of the trades,
topped off the series of difficulties. ISven though the compulsory extractions of manpower
from various trades and guilds, through the repartimientos del soldado duty, could be sub-
stituted by way of a monetary payment, actual recruitment was occasionally unaveidable
bringing about exhaustion of the active segments of the population. -As a result,” guild
masters found themselves little able to afford the labour reproduction due to the scarcity
of the younger and more encryztic elements of the working population. -

Ultimately, all the variables mentioned so far influenced the demographic make-up
of trading occupations, which comprising of ever nging elemments verged on the point of
complete disappearaice by natural death. Under such circuinstances, labour revroduction
could be attained only by the hiring of workers from elsewhere. A thorough look st the
workshops unmasks the reality of a good deal of masters who were not able to count on
any hands but their own or those of a relative. The scavcity of apprentices and journeymen
caused by the repartimientos del soldado had serious repercussions on the trades’ upkeep.

In short, the growth experienced in the second half of the sixteenth century brought
about a dramatic diversification of consumer goods, especially second transformation and
luxury items. The crisis of the seventeenth-century then caused stagnation in scme textile
craft industries, and a decline in labour. In the last analysis, the social meke-up of the
capital and its class structure, whereby an exiguous minority hasl access to a wide range
of conmodities while a vast najority hiad ouly access to a few essential items, determined
its market structure.

This situation was the resson for the increase in mauufacturing costs that trades
had to face, owing to the high prices of raw materinls and labour, with the concomitant
de-capitalization of production units resulting from o tack of technical innovation. Craft
production sullered from o structural weakness derived from its dependency upon govern-
miental exemptions, on the oune hand, and the merchants for the supply of raw material
and the distribution of the fimshed product, on the other.

Craft mastlers, however, were not deprived of the ownership of their means of produc-
tion, even though many of them had slready lost control of some aspects of the production.
process. Despite representing the largest contingent of labour in the capital, craft indus-
tries did not take the cluef role in the process of capital concentration that was taking
place in the city. Craftsinen were entirely dependent on merchants for the acquisition of
certain raw materials. Tlus, for instance, was the case of silk-weaver masters whose silk
provision was in the hands of the Puerta de Guadalajara’s silk-merchants. Along with the
fabrics, other essentials such as dye-stufls were brought all the way from various parts of
the Peninsula and abroad by drugs-merchiants and drapers. Moreover, craftsmen found it
wore difficult to sell their own products given that their shops were often for from being
in good retail locations.

numbered only 7 members (four of them widows] “because they cannot find employment any
more since gorgets went out of faskion, and neither can they even carn sufficient money to buy a
loal of bread”. AVM, Secretaria, $-420-1, and AILN, Consejos, libro 1.514, n, 53, ff. 38-47.
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The persistence of a regime of small-scale production was largely facilitated by the
somewhat belated consolidation of a corporative system in the form of trade guilds which,
in turn, laid the ground for limiting and even forbidding child and woman labour in the field
of craftsinanship. This economic orientation was supposed to ensure equal opportunities
for all of their members, although the possibility for capital accumulation was very limited.

This, in addition to low productivity and small-scale production units, made it ex-
tremely hard for producers to attain enough capital accumulation to revolutionize the city’s
production set-up. It is not within this traditional context that capital accumulation can
be detected, but rather within the merchant trades.

1I. Merchants and capital

Merchants of various types were, obviously important in the capital, Those dealing
with silk, jewellery, cloth, linen, spices aud drugs together represented the largest concen-
tration of mercantile capital-in the city, and were involved in highly profitable large-scale
business. !’

Merchants dealing exclusively with textile products numbered only 230 individuals
in 1626, distributed in various rather small trades. Their evolution followed a similar
pattern to that discussed above for cralts. Thus, merchant trades were also affected by
the 1660-1675 erisis during which their figures dropped dramatically, especially those of
spice-erchants and drapers. Conversely, cloth-merchants managed to maintain their po-
sition throughout the period (ranging from 34 to 42 individuals). Silk- merchants' figures,
however, fell in the second half of the century to stabilise thereafter,

In the course of the seventeenth century, these trades developed a corporative struc-
ture. A milestone in this process was marked on the 23rd of Mavch, 1686, by the issuing
of regulations aimed at cradicating the confusion that was comumonplace within merchant
corporations regarding the kind of commodilies each one had the right to sell, and the maa-
kelplaces where they were allowed to do it. The major merchaut corporations thereafter
came together to constitute a confederation of five independent guilds, the Cinco Gremios
Mayores de Madrid, with an orgauizational structure different from that of the rest of the
capital’s corporations. '

It is, indeed, within this group that a source of capital accumulation can be detected.
Regarding the distribution of wealth within the capital, the analysis of levels of aflluence
indicated in the Donativo de 1625 discloses a remarkable structural imbalance given that a
scanty 2.3 per cent of the population, only 77 individuals, contributed 70 per cent, whereas
the great majority of tax-payers were below the average rates. Under these circumstances,
social polavization was a reality. There is evidence that an increasing distance between

T The products commercialized by the textile mierchants were of a wide variety, some ol which
were produced elsewhere. See FPragmatica of 1680, A LN, Cr,:#s:‘jos, Libro de gobierno 1.2065, IT.
Ji8 y &8,

O rom L686G onwards, these corporations became extraordinarily powerlul up to their final
dissolution in the mid nineteenth century. lor further details on the Cinco Gremios Mayores,
reference can be made to M. Capella y A. Maltilla, Los Cinco Gremios Mayores. Estudio critico-

historico (Madrid 1957)
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the fortunes of the elite and those of the vest of the population was alxﬁadya;ppmnt;

This selected group of 77 individuals included officials, merchnnts ::r.zgg,gi}d._,iﬂ eupply and.

wholesaling (9 cloth and silk merchents, 8 involved in exchenge, 2 spice-merchants nad 1 :

supply commissioner), aud a scarce represeutation of craftamen {11’:nilﬁmiths,i{*mmw’!f _
2 painters, 2 tailors, 1 timber-merchant, 1 cord-maker, and 1 embroiderer) (see Table 1),

Mercantile capital was concentrated in the hands of cloth and silk merchents with &

rating average of 1,005 reales per individual, Between these snd the rest of the trades
there existed an enormous gap. Spice-inerchants, haberdashers, and d.niymerc.hmts poad.
an average of 179 reales, and drapers only 64. But the most dramatic contrast wes that
between cloth-merchants and silk-merchants, and stocking dealers, the lowest rated group
with an average of 8 reales. ‘
Below the conuncrcial groups, income disparities rapidly becomne extreme, While
trades related to garment-production represented the largest, craft sector, their income
levels remained below the mean, except for the embroiderers, whose contribution rate was
as high as 332 reales, owing to the foct that this craft included two individusls of substantinl
wealth (3.3 per cent of sll members) who provided 76 per cent of the contributions from
this trade. This imbalance contrnsted with the relative equnlity within the braidmskers,
where none of their members reached the ceiling of 88 reales; 68.9 per cent of contributions
in this trade (ranging from 2 to 21 reales) was concentrated jn 88,8 per cent of individunls,
Table 3 displays the aversge tax-rate paid by textile craft members in the Donativeo e
1625. Through the fiscal hierarchy revenled by this record we can see the most significant
trends. Unquestionable supreinacy was held by embroiderers, followed much further down
Ly the new-clothing dealers. Nonetheloss, contrasts within the craft sector were leas -
treme than those within the merchanis’, equality was commeonplace in the poorer sectors,
even if a difference between luxury-relnted trades (embroiderers, tailors, tapestry-makers,
cord-makers) and those related to staple goods (braidinakers, used- clothing dealers, liat-
ters) was apparent,.
lu short, these patterns reflect the predowinance of the connnereinl sector over that
of manufacturing in regard to incoue levels. Save for a few, all the rest of menufacturers
had a lower purchasing power than that of the majority of merchants. Not surprisingly,
the 1689 census of the wealthiest elenients of the cily included 218 ierchants, 37 per
cent of the sample, and only 6 textile artisans (n dyer’s widow, two Liatters, a tapestry-
maker, a braidinaker, and a chasuble-maker). Among merchants, mauy of them built up
their fortunes through royal rents (including venality of office and money-lending), even
if one out of three of them were linked with the textile sector as cloth-merchants (42),
silk-merchants (15), drapers (7), or rasilleros (6). Diversifying risk by widening the renge
of products to be commercialized seemed to be the guide-line followed by these merchants
who would deal with auy kind of article as long as lorge profit was likely to be made.!?
Ultimately, the bulk of these merchants’ profits went into private loans or governmen-
tal bonds, into secular offices and above all into land, The larger profit and lesser risk
that these activities implied was perhaps one of the reasons why capital investment vas
mostly diverted from production. Thus, ot the close of the seventeentl century, the city's

" Donativo de 1689 in A.ILN. Couscjos, legajo 12,470 (1% serie).
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Trades lax-payers tax-rale mean
Bmbroiderers 30 0972 J324
New clothing deslers 15 2163 114.2
Tailors 278 22699 81.65
Tapestry-makers F 489 09.80
Doublet-makers 144 1971 (G7.96
Cord-makers 29 8504 09.68
Hosicrs 3 1320 45.51
Dyers 3 114 38
Hemp-workers 21 248 J1
(inuzeweavers o7 522 24.85
Hutters 2 1106 10.4
Esparto-workers 29 386 19.25
Shenrers 62 028 18.2
Braid-mnkers 48 798 12.87
Used-clothing dealers 0 612 12.75
Lineunweavers 21 112 12.44
Cappers 1 3 8
Silkwenvers 1 168 S
Blanket-mokers 0t 1 4 4
Totald 812 51813 G3.8

 —— e s et e s

Source: ALG.5. Contadurias Generales. Libros 59 y 86.

Table 3- Tax contribution of textile trades

corpotationy were appointed collectors of the roysl taxes in Maduid which were known ns
aeabulas aud cientos, and not loug sfter, in 1733, the Cinco Gremios Mayores guined the
monopoly over the collection of the city’s revenues.

This partly explains why werchants, with an advantageous position regarding the
extraction of profits from production, actually cune to enjoy a very loose control over
the production process. The lack of capital penetration in seventeenth-century Madrid's
sroduction system precluded the revolutionanization of productive forces. The merchants’
wivolvement in the production process never went beyond the distribution of certain es-
seutials, and never extended to the ownership of the means of production. Capital, in this
way, remained atlached to the sphere of cirenlation where it was reproduced through the
disparitics between purchase and sale prices.*”

W Gee (1 Aslarita, Desarrollo desigual en los orgenes del capitalismo (Buenos Aires 1992).
Uhere is only scatlered evidence of the introduction of capital to Lhe production syslem, such as
tire case of Lhe linen factory that belonged to the spice-merchants, drapers, and drugs-merchants
corporation. See . Larruga, Memorias politicas y scondmicas, vol.2, 353. For merchants nnd
denlers tnvolved in Uhe extraction of linen from the region of Galicia, destined for Castile and
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It is, thus, hacdly surprising that the onopolistic character of the merchants' trader
met with the stern opposition of craftsuen who wera themeelves alao allowed to sel] their
own producta, The latter often mcluded items thet merchauts were nlso entitlod to market,
This competition reached a high pitch hotween silk- merchants, on ouc side, rnd cord-
makers and braidmakers, on the other, because of the similarity of their respective goods, !

Conclusion

I short, the conflicts between capital and Inbour throughout the seventeentl century
laid bare oue of the major contradictions within the textile industry, and within the ocon-
omy of Madrid ns a whole; the most significeut econosnic disparity was not to e foun

within the relationship between wnster wl journeyman but rother within that between
wmerchant and crafltsman.

the royal court, see J. Carmona Badin, Ll atraso industrial de Galicia, Auge y liquidacidn de [ns
manuflacturas gallegns (1750-1900) (Barcelona 1090).
1 The lists of the articles ench trade waa allowesd to sell can be conmsullod in B. Lacruga,

Meworins politicas y ccondmicas, vol. 1 (1787},
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